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INTRODUCTION

In this course, educators will discuss how artists Carlos 
Sandoval repurposes, manipulates, and hybridizes raw, 
industrial materials with found objects to convey ideas 
about class and economic labor. 

By viewing the artist's work, students will learn how 
Sandoval gather materials from his neighborhood in Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn, and his travels throughout the United 
States and Mexico to explore the poetics of material 
culture, labor, and socioeconomic symbols embedded in 
everyday objects.

Students will explore how artist, Carlos Sandoval, 
deconstructs and repurpose material to inform ideas about 
labor and socioeconomic depth associated with everyday 
objects.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
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KEY DISCUSSION

During the initial discussion, pose questions that 
will draw upon students' critical thinking skills and 
prior knowledge by asking them to identify specific 
characteristics of the various objects within Carlos 
Sandoval's monumental installation. Additionally, 
students will apply various types of critical analysis 
(contextual, formal, and intuitive criticism) to 
works in the installation, including the types and 
use of symbolism within art forms and their 
philosophical implications.
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FOR TEACHERS - FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS 

English Language Art

LAFS.3.RL.3.7
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or setting).

Access Point #: LAFS.1112.RI.1.AP.1b
Determine which piece(s) of evidence provide the strongest support for inferences, conclusions or summaries in a text.

Clarifications:

Essential Understandings
Make an inference from an informational text.
Identify a conclusion from an informational text.
Identify a summary from an informational text.
Identify details to support the inference, conclusion or summary.

LAFS.3.L.3.5 
Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
B. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., 
describe people who are friendly or helpful).

Visual Arts 

VA.3.C.1.2
Reflect on and interpret works of art, using observation skills, prior knowledge, and experience.

Social Studies

SS.912.H.1.5
Examine artistic response to social issues and new ideas in various cultures.

SS.912.W.9.5
Assess the social and economic impact of pandemics on a global scale, particularly within the developing and under-developed world.

3



MEMORY
Something remembered from the past.

INSTALLATION
Used to describe large-scale, mixed-media constructions, often designed for a specific place or for a 
temporary period of time.

POP CULTURE
A modern popular culture transmitted through mass media and aimed mainly at younger people.

SYMBOLISM
An implied meaning that is deeper or di�erent from the literal sense of an object, place, or idea. These 
meanings may represent ideas, qualities, or attitudes associated with an object. 
 
CRAFTMANSHIP
A person who practices or is highly skilled in a craft and attention to detail.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Carlos Sandoval De León (born Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo 
León 1975) is a contemporary artist. He currently lives 
and works in New York City. Sandoval De Leon explores 
political, social, and personal narratives through 
sculpture, photography and site-specific installations. 
While Sandoval de León’s work has been described 
previously as a process of embedding personal 
narratives and feelings into material objects he seems 
just as interested, if not more so, in the richness of the 
histories embedded in the materials themselves. During 
his last solo show in spring 2019, he explored closely 
the idea that materials exist in tandem with discourses 
and how they participate with and in. He received a 
B.F.A from The Art Institute of Chicago in 1999 and 
later received an M.F.A. from Columbia University in 
2008. Sandoval De León has exhibited both nationally 
and internationally.
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ABOUT THE WORK

Sandoval de León’s large-scale wooden structure for 
ICA Miami incorporates a number of his existing 
intimately scaled sculptures. These include I 95 (2019), 
a collection of ten plexiglass containers filled with 
di�erently colored soil specimens encased in an 
oversize leather book bag. Collected en route from 
Miami, where the artist grew up, to New York, where he 
is based, the geological remnants trace his trajectory. 
While creating an immediate material portrait of 
landscapes along the East Coast, it leaves the social 
and cultural aspects of these places unseen. Other 
pieces included in the installation are made of the 
distinct-smelling pink industrial soap often used to 
clean floors in public buildings. Through a process of 
grinding and molding, Sandoval de León turns the soap 
bars into a malleable material he sculpts into a variety 
of forms, such as dogs or imprints of his hands. 
Psychologically charged, his works catalyze both 
individual associations among viewers and broader 
questions of how objects communicate the histories of 
those who make, use, and inhabit them.
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Appropriate for Middle/ High School

ACTIVITY
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MATERIALS

Shoe Box
}
Objects that reflect aspects of personal identity
{
Tape or Hot Glue Gun
}
Plastic Bag
{
Markers
}
Decoration items (ribbons, stickers, construction paper)
 



Activity Instruction

For Middle School: Students will create a time capsule to be opened on the last day of their 8th-grade 
Middle School year. 

For High School: Students will create a time capsule to be opened on the final day of high school senior 
year before graduation. 

The time capsule should consist of 5 to 8 artifacts that reflect an aspect of the student's identity. Consider 
placing their favorite music, book, Game, Sport/ Activity, Restaurant, T.V. Show/ Movie, dreams, etc. 
Include a written letter to themselves about what they hope to accomplish and experience throughout their 
school years; finally, include a small piece of artwork, a class photo, the first day of school photos, and the 
last day of school photos. 

Once the time capsule is complete, students can begin to decorate the exterior of their box. A parent or 
guardian to hold onto the time capsule for safekeeping, or the student can place the time capsule in a safe 
space of their choosing where it can't be tampered with over a long time of time. 

ACTIVITY
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Middle/ High School

The Giver by Lois Lowry
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared 
by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's remarkable diary has 
become a world classic-a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human 
spirit.

RECOMMENDED READINGS


